
July 7,2004 

cbairrnan Michael Powell 
Federal Communicaiions Commission 
445 12th street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 -4 

Chairman Powell: 

TheFCC should not impose new a- charges and fees upon prepaid calling cards. Ifyou 
m m  to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for minority or 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their communities. 

"he Latino CommuniIy is p d c u l d y  sensitive to any price increase for pre-paid calling d; 
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half of the households with mcomes 
below S20,OOO have U s e d  prepaid cards. &-paid calling cards so prevalent in part because 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk prices already holding fixcd and low income consumers hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. ][n particular, m y  low-income 
households who am on fixes incomes dupend entirely upon prepaid scnicc because they cannot 
meet the mdit rating or hefty deposit requirements that local phone companies insist upon before 
getting a phone. Witb prepaid sardq comumvfi can make calls ftom payphones or the telaphones 
of family members and neighbors. We cnn u6e these cards to stay ''connected" as we look for 
jobs, hunt for howes, or schedule many ofthe other daily appointments that we all have. 

I simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards. 
Some of the nation's largest telephone companies would be the largest bsneficiaries of such 
charges. The FCC should stand up for comsnmcrinterrab over corporrte g& bY kee- 
affordable prepnid d i n g  cards a priori@. 

F 

ECS: Commissioner Michael Copp 
Commissioner Kathleen A b e d  
Commissioner K e a  Martin 
Commissioner Jonatban Adelstsin * 
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July 7,2004 

ch$rmanMichaelPOweU 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Seeet, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Dacket NO. 03-133 

Dear chairmsn Powell: 

Latino and other minority communities rely upon low-cost telemmunicatious services to 
accomplish many every day bks,  6um looking for a job or affordable housing to staying in 
touch with family pod firiend8. But pending before the FCC is a proposal that would inkoduce 
new charges and fees upon services upon which we depend, immediaMy banning millions of 
Latinos and other msumers nationwide. 

I andomand that the FCC is considering applying”m-state” access charges md other fees on 
-* cenain prepaid calling card Services. Many Latinos, particularly those on 6 x d  incomes or those 

establishing a credit history, bank mount6 and other meam necessary to subscribe to local 
telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay con& at wt affordable rates. 
Students, immigrants, senior cititcns, and o k  face similar challenges. 

As a result, prepaid calling cards am the only option available -without them, many consumers 
could, quite litmally, be Id without access to telephone service. W i g  the price of prepaid 
c a l l i  cards will directly harm individuals who can IC& afford pricc increases. 

Imposing im-state charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost of prepaid calk, 
desfmying the milily of calling cards to dissdvanraged consum-. Allowing the large, local 
telephone compauies to collect such charges, evenwhen rhty do not aeU the calling card to a 
customer, would drive up prices; thus making these services substantially less affordable. Please 
look out for consumers and refuse to impose new access charges and fees on prepaid d l h g  card 
services. 

as: Commissioner Micbael Copps - Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner K e ~ i n  Mamn 
Commissioner Jon@an Adelstein * 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WCDocketNo. 03-133 

Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon prepaid calling cards. If you 
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost far minority or 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their communities. 

The h i n o  COmmIIn~ is particuhly sensitive to any pria iacrcme for prepaid Calling car&, 
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half of the households with incomes 
below S20,OOO have used prepaid cards. Pre-paid calling cards are so pcevalen~ in psrt because 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk prices already holding fixed and low income consumers ho-e, we sbould 
not bc faced with rising telephone service CON as wcll. In particular, many low-income 
households who are on 6xcd incomes depend entirely upon prepaid service b-e they cannot 

getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumen CM d e  calls from payphones or the telephones 
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay ‘connected” as WE look for 
jobs, hunt €or houses, or schcdule many ofthe other hi appointments that we all have. 

I simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards. 
Some of the nation’s large& telephone companies would k the largest beneficiaries of such 
charges. The FCC should stand up for consumer intertsfs over coip0rate gain by keeping 
affordable prepaid ding cards a priority, 

Sincerely, 

mcct the credit ratmg or hefty deposit requirements that local phone companiss insist upon befors L 

Commissioner KBthleem Abcrnathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martia 

d Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 

Seaam 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Cornmission 
445 12th b e t ,  S.W. 

+ Washington, DC 20554 

RE; WC DodcetNo. 03-133 
8 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees 011 prepaid calling card 
services. - 
Minorities, lowincome families, senior citiwns, immiprants, college students and military 
families rely upon calling catd services for a Variety of needs. Mmy o f  these consumers do not 
have a a d i t  history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit for local telephone 
service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they have to stay comected 
-to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable housing, make a doctar's appointmen& or 
stay in touch with family and friends. These cards otfer convoaience and predictsble cost. as 
there are no hidden fees or chnrges. In economically disadvantaged mas, c o m e r s  1iterdIy 
risk being disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. Pnpaid cuing cards are 
indispensable to consumer groups because t h q  are an affordable alternative to mgular and 
wireless relephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do ifit inflicts new "in-state" access charges 
and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would b e l  directly to large local telephone 
companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumers that CB(I l as t  afford to 
bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase the p a  
minute charga on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Latino and orha communities gain 
from these services. Please stop any effort to raise rates on American ocmnrmers and decide that 
these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access charges and other fees. 

Sin-b, 

' 

d 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Conu+sioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
senator A+ W.i -  
Senator && 
~0ngresSp-n -z2. 
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8 July 7,2004 

Chain;lan Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission ’ 

445 12th stre&, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket NO. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell. 

Latino and other minority communities rely upon low-cost telecommunications suviws to 
accomplish many every day tasks, fkom looking for a job or aEordable housing to staying in 
touch with family and friends. But pending before the FCC is a proposal that would introduce 
new charges and fees upon senices upon which we depend, immediately harming millions of 
Latinos and other caasumm nationwide. 

I understand that the FCC is considering applying %-state” BCWSS charges and other fees an 
certain prcpaid &g card services. Many Latinos, particularly those on iixed incomes or tho- 

, establishing a d i t  history, bank accounts and other means necessary to subscribe to loa1 
telephone sewice, rely upon these prepaid d i n g  uads IO stay conneaed at set affordable rates. 
students, immigrants, senior citizens, and othm face similar challenges. 

As a result, prepaid falling cards are the only option available -witbout them, many consumers 
could, quite literally, be left without access to telephone service. Raising the price of prepaid 
calling cards will diredy harm mdiv idd  who can least 8Ed price increases. 

Imposmg in-state charges would mount to a substantial in- in the cost of prepaid calls, 
destroying the utiliv of calling cards to disadvantaged consumers. Allowingthe large, local 
telephone companies to collect such charges, even when they do noI sell the calling card to a 
customer, would drive up prices; thus making these services subsladally less affordable. Pleuse 
look out for consumers and refuse to impose new aCOeEs charges and foes on prepaid calling card 
services. 

8 

Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin @p 
Senator 

d 
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July 7,2004 

Cha&an Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

Latino and other minority commuoities rely upon low-cost telecommunications services to 
accomplish many every day tasks, from looking for a job or afFonjable housing to staying in 
touch wirh family and 6iends. But pending be& the FCC is a p m p d  that would mtroduce 
new charges and fees upon services upon which we depend, immadiately harming miUions of 
Latinos and other c o ~ ~ s m e w  donwide. 

' 

I understand that the FCC i s  considering applying %-stsic" a-s charges and otbw fees on 

establishing a credit history, bank accounts and otbw means nwsary to subscribe to local 
telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards t~ stay ccmnccted at set affordable rates. 
Student., immimts, senior citizens, and others face similar challenges. 

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only option available -witbout them, many consumen 
could, quite liter&, be left without amss to telephone service. Raising the price of prepaid 
d i g  cards will dreCyr harm individuals who can least afford prict imesses. 

certain prepaid calling card services. Many J.atinos, particularly those on 6xed incomes or those L 

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial matso in the wort of prepaid culls, 
destroying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged consumers. Allorring the large, local 
telephone companies to collect such charges, even when they do not sell the calling card to a 
customer, would drive up prim: thus making these services substantially less pffordable. Please 
look out for consumem and refuse to impose new acces~ cbarges and fees on prepaid calling card 
services. 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copp 
Commissioner b h l e e n  Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powoll 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th streq S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC DocketNo. 03-133 

Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon prepaid calling cards Ifyou 
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for minority or 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in thek communities. 

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price increase for pre-paid culling cards; 
approximately 43% of Larino households use them. Indeed, half ofthe households with incomes 
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. &-paid d m g  cards are so prevalent in part because 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk prices alnsdy holding furcd and lovr income consumers hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone semi= costs as well. Iu @culm, many low-incomO 
households who are on fd incomes depend entirely upon prepaid sewice because they clmaot 
meet the credit rating or hefty deposit requiraments rhat local phone cornpanics insist upon before 
getling a phone. With prepaid cards, consumem OBIL melu calk from payphones or the telephones 
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay "connected" as we look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appoiubneats that we all have. 

I simply fmd it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new chargcs and fees on these car&. 
Some of the nation's largest telephone companies would be the targeSt beneficiaries of such 
charges. The FCC should stand up for coulumcr latuerm over corporptc gain by kceping 
affordable prepaid calling cpnla a priority. 

\ 

Y J 
ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 

Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioocr Kcvin Modo 

t 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Skeet, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE. WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

Latino and other minority communities rely upon low-cost telecommunications services to 
accomplish many every day tasks, from looking for a job 01 affordable housing to staying in 
touch with family and %ends. But pending before the FCC is a pmposal that would introduce , new charges and fees upon m i c a  upon which we depend, immediately harming millions of 
Latinos and other consumers nationwide. 

I understand thatthe FCC is considering applying"in-state" BCCCSS charges and other fees on 
certain prepaid calling card semices. Many Latinos, particularly those on fixed incomes or thoae 
establishing a credit hisrory, bank accounts and 0th- means necedsery to subscribe to local 
telephone service, rely upon them prepaid calling cards to stay connected at set affordable rates. 
Students, immigraats, senior sittens, and others face similar challenges. 

As a res& prepaid eelling cards are. the only option available -without them, many consumers 
could, quite literally, be left without accegs to telephone service. W i g  rbe price of prepaid 
calling cards will directly hann individuals who oen Last atFord price increases. 

Imposing in-slate charges would amount to a substantial increase in the wst of prepaid calls, 
destroying the utility of calling cards u) disadvanraged consumers. Allowing the large, local 
telephone companies to coUeet  such charges, even when 'hey do not sell the calling card a 
customer, would drive up prices; thus making these services substantially less aordable. Please 
look out for consumas and refuse to impose new access charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
services. 

Sincerely, 

a- 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
t Commissioner Kathlccn Abemathy 

Commissioner W i n  Martin 

Congressperson 
% 
. 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 

Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

' 445 12th s- S.W. 

d 

@014- 

Chairman Powell: -- 
The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon prepaid calling cards. Ifyou 
move to in- the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost fw minority 01 

disadvanbged individuals to stny in touch ia their communities. 

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price increase for pre-paid calling cards; 
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half of the households with incomes 
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Pre-paid ca lhg  wds are so prevalent in part becausc 
they save consumers money- 

With gas and milk prices already holding fued and low income consumers hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. In particular, many low-income 
households who are oa fmed infoma dcpend entirely upon prepaid service befause t h q  cannot 
meet the wedit rating or hew deposit requirements that local phone companies insist upon befare , getting a phone. With prepaid cardr, consumers can make calls bmm payphones or the telephones 
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay "connected" as we look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many ofthe other daily appointments that we all have. 

I simply fmd it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fpes on these cards. 
Some of the ration's largest telephone companies would be the largest baeficinries of such 
charges. The BCC sbouldstand up for wmumcr btcrab over coipomte gnfn by keeping 
affordable prcpaid d i n g  carda a priority. 

@ 

- 
Sincerely, 

CM: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemsthy 
Commissioner Kevin Msrtin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelsttin . 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Sheet, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket NO. 03-133 

Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fses upon prepaid d i n g  cards. If you 

disadvantaged individuals to stay III touch m their communities. 

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to my price increade for pre-paid d l i i g  cards; 
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half of the households with incomes 
below $20,000 bave used prepaid cads. Pre-paid c a l k  cards are 50 prcvslent in part because 
they save consumm money. 

With gas and milk prices already holding k e d  and low income consumem hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. In particular, many low-income 
households who are on tixed incomes depend entirely upon prepaid service because taey caunot 
meet the credit rating or hefty deposit requiremeno that local phone companies insist upon before 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calla fmm payphones or the telephones 
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to slay "co~ected" as we look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of rhe other aaily appointmeats that we all have. 

I simply fnd it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards. 
Some of tbe nation's largest telephone companies would be the Jargest beneficiaries of such 
cbarges. The FCC should stand up for consumer imterubr over coipOrate gain by keeping 
affordable prepaid d i n g  csrds a priority. 

Sincerely, 

1 move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for minority or 

e 

e ccs: commissioner ~ i l  coppi 
Commissioner Kathlsen Aberoathy 
Commiasioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein . 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 

Washington, DC 20554 
445 12th streeq S.W. 

d 

RE: W C  Docket No. 03-133 

Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose new acre@ chmrgcs and fem upon prepaid d i n g  cards. If you 
mova to increase the cost ofthese cards, YOU will simply drive up the cost for minority or 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their communities. 

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any pncc increase for prepaid calling cards; 
approximately 43% of Latino households nse them. Indeed, half of tbe households witb incomes 
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Pre-paid calling cards are so prevalent io part beawe 
they save consumers money. 

Witb gas and milk prices already holding fsed and low income cons~mers hostage. we should 
not bc faced wirh rising telephone m i c e  wsb as well. In mcular ,  many low-income 
households who are on fuced incomes depend entirely upon prepaid service k a m e  tbey cmnot 
moa the credit rating or hefty deposit requimnenfs that local phone companies insist upcm before 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, musumem can make calls h m  payphones or the telephones 
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay “connected” as w e  look for 
jobs, hunt for housss, or schedule many of the other daily appointments that we all have. 

I simply fmd it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards. 
Some of the nafion’s largest telephone companies would be the Iargesl beficiariw of such 
charges. The FCC should staud up for eonsnmer Lnterests over corpomte gain 

d 

keeping 
affordable prepaid calling cards a prhrity. - 



07/14/2004 09:43 FAX m o l l  

t 

July 7,2004 

C h a m  Michael Powell 
Federal Communicasions Commission 
445 12th sbeet, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: W C  Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Cha- Powelk 

Latmo and other minority ulmrrrrmities rely upon low-cost telmunications services to 
accomplish many every day tasks, h m  look- for a job or affordable housing to stayjng in 
touch with family and &ends. But pending before the FCC is a proposal that would mMuce 
new cbarges and fees upon servi=s upon which we depend, immediately harming millions of 
Latinos and other consumers narionwide. 

I understand that the FCC is considering applying "inatate" aceess charges and other fees on 
certain prepaid cslhg card scrviccs. Many Latinos, perticularly t l~qse on fried inames or those 
establishing a credit histoy, bank accmuxm and other means necessary to subscribe to local 
telephone service, mly upon these prepaid calling cards to stay connected at ret affordable ratss. 
Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others face similar challcngca 

As a mulf prepaid d i n g  cards are the only option available - Without them, many consumers 
could, qui* Yierally, be left without access to telephone service. Raising the price of prepaid 
calling cards will direaly ham individuals wbo can least af€ord price increases. 

Imposing in-staw charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost of prepaid calls, 
destroying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged consumers. AUowing the large, 1-1 
talcphone companies to collcol such charges, even when they do not sell the calling card to a 
customer, would drive up pks; thus making the= services substaDtially less affordable. Please 
look out for consumers and refuse to impose new access cbarges and fees on prepaid d i n g  card 
services. 

t 

d 

Sincerely, 

d 

t ccs: Commissioner Michacl Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
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July 7,2004 

Cbairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communicarions Commission 
445 12th street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Dockt NO 03-133 t 

Dear Chairman Powell. 

Latvlo and other minority communities rely upon low-costtelecommunicutions services to 
accomplish many every day tasks, h m  lookiug for a job or afkdable housing to staying in 
touch with family and fiiends. But pending beforc the FCC is a pmpoaal that would introduce 
new charges and fees upon sewices upon which we depend, immediately harming millions of 
latinos and other consumem nationwide. 

I understand Uiatthe FCC is owsidering applying %-&!e’’ access charges md 0 t h ~  fea on 
certain prepaid calling card services. Many Latinos, particularly those on fixed incomes or those 
establisbg a d i t  history, bank accounts and other means nesessIvy to subscribe to local 
telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay mnnectcd at set affordable rates. 
Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others face similar challenges. 

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only option available -without them, many consumers 
could, quite literally, be left without -s to telephone service. Raising the price of prepaid 
calling cards will d M y  harm individuals who can least afford price increases. 

Imposmg LO-state cbarges would amount to a substantial in- in the cost of prepaid calls, 
destroying the utility of calling cnrds to disadvsntaged consumers. Allowing the large, local 

t telephone canpanies to collect such charges, even whm thcy do not sell the calling card to a 
customer, would drive up prices; thus making these services substantially lcss affordable. Please 
look out for consumers and reke to impose new access charges and fees on prepaid calliig card 
services. 

Sincerely, 

d 

d 

Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioocr Kcvm Mnrtin 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 la see€%, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC DOCWNO. 03-133 

Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon prepaid CaUing cards. If you 
move to increase the cost oftbcse cards, you will simply drive up the cost for minority or 
disadvautaged individuals to slay in touch m theis cammunities. 

I The Letino community is psrlioularly sensitive to any price increase for prepaid callmg c h ,  
approximately 43% of Latino households me them. Indecd, balf of the households witb incomes 
below S20,OOO have used prepaid cards. Pre-paid dlimg cards are so prevalent m part because 
they save consumers moncy. 

With gas and milk prices already holding fixed and low income consumer0 hostage, we should 
not be faced With rising telephone s&ce cobh as well. In particular. many low-incan6 
households who are on fuced hwmes depend entirely upon pmpaid service because uley cannot 

getting a phone. With pre@d cards, ~011~umers can make cells from payphones or the tslephones 
of h i l y  members and neighbors. We can usc thwe cards to stay “connecud’’ BS we look fbr 
jobs, hunt f a  houses, a schedule many ofthe other daily appoinbnents that we all havc. 

8 

meet the credit raring or hefty deposit requirements that I d  phone companies inskt UPM before - 
I simply find it unimaginable that tbe FCC would impose new char8es and fees on these cards. 
Some of the nation’s largest wlephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries of such 
charges. The FCC should slmd up for rmsnmer interests over c o ~ r n t c  gain by k q h g  
affordnble prepaid rolling cards a priority. 

d 

U 
ecs: Commissioner Micbael Copps 

Commissioner Kathleen Abenutby 
Commissioner Kevin uartin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstem 

Senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

ChaLman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 

Washington, DC 20554 
445 12th S h e &  S.W. 

RE: WCDocketNo. 03-133 
I 

cbairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon prepaid calling cards. If you 
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up tbe cost for minority or 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their communities. 

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price in- for prepaid calling cards; 
nppmximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half of the houscholds with incomes 
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Pre-paid calling cards are so prwalent in pert because 
they save consumen money. 

With gas and milk prices already holding fhed and low income consumus hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone sewice Eosts as well. In particular, many law-income 
households who are on fixed incomes depeod entirely upon prepaid service because they cannot 
meet the credit rating or hefty deposit requiremeats that local pbwc companies insist upon before 
gettiup a phone. With prepaid cards, conrumerii can make calls fium payphones or the telephones 
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay “connected” as we look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule maay of the o h r  daily apphtmen0 that we ell have. 

d 

-- 

I simply fmd it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards. 
Some of the nation’s Iarw telephone companies would bethe largest beneficiaries of such 
charges. The FCC should s-tl up for eommer  interats over eo+rak gab by keeping 
dYordabk prepaid ralling cards a pnorily. 

, 

cc6: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen A b e m w  
Commissioner Kevin M.amin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
senator u u  
senator ?yP- &L 
Congresspason 

, 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th S e d ,  S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell! 

Latino and other minoriq communities rely upon low-contelecommuuicatiom scmices to 
accomplish many every day tasks, h looking for a job or affordable housing to staying in 
touch with family and friends. But pending before the FCC is a pmpasal mst would introduce 
new charges and fea upon services u p  which we depend, immediately harming millions of 
Latinos and other consumem nationwide. 

I understaDd that tbe FCC is considering applying %-state” z~cceu charges and other feee on 
certain prepaid calling card services Many Latinos, particularly those on 6 x 4  inwmes or those 
establishing a credit biaory, bank accounts and othur means necessasy to subscribe to local 
telephone service. rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay umnected at set affordable rates. 
Students, inmipants, senior citizens, and others face similar challenges. 

As a resulk prepaid d i n g  cards are the only option available - without them, many consumers 
could, quite liially. be I& without access to telephone service. Raising the price of prepaid 
calling cards will directly harm individuals who can least afford pice in-es. 

Imposing in-nars charges would mount to a substantial increase in the cost of prepoid calls, 

telephone oompanies to collect such charges, even when they do nor sell the falling card to a 
customer, would drive up prices; thus making these ser?ices substantially less affordable. Please 
Iwk out for consumers and refke to impose new access charges and fees on prepaid Cal lb~ card 
services. 

t 

d 

desbuying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged consumers. Allowing the large, local - 

rb 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernsthy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Comrnissionm Jonathan Adelstein 

I F:E*%G 
Congressperson 

A/ P I  
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th sect, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: wc Docket No. 03-133 

b 

Chairman Powell: 

Tbc FCC should not impose new access c h p  and fees upon prepaid calling cards. Ifyou 
move to inc- the cost of these cards, you will simpIy drive up the cost for minor9 or 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in tonch in their wmmunitiar. 

The Latino community is panicularly sensitive to any price in- for prepaid d i n g  cnrds; 
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indetd, half of the housebolds with incomes 
below $20,000 havc used prepaid cards. Prepaid calling cards are BO prevalent in part because 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk prices already holding fixed and low income consumers hostage, we should 
not be f x e d  with rising telephone service costs as well. In particular, many low-income 
households who are OD fmed incomes depend entircly upon prepaid service because they ownot 
meet the credit rating or hdty deposit reqniremenm that local phone companies insist upon before 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, mnsumem can make calls tiom payphones or the telephones 
of family members and neighbq6. We can use these cards to stay “connected“ as we look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appointments that we all have. 

I simply find it unimagiable rha the FCc would impose new charges and fees on these cards. 
Some of the nation’s largest telephone oompsnies would be the largest beneficiaries of such 
charges. The FCC should stand up for consumor intends aver coipornte gain by keeping 
affordable prepaid ralllng cards a priority. 

-s 

b 

ccs: Coqmissioner Michael Cow 
Commissioner Kathleon Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Msrrin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
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July 7,2004 

8 Chairman Michael Pour011 
Federal Communicarions Commission 
445 12th street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC DocketNo. 03-133 

Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should Dot impose new acccss charges and fees upon prepaid calling cards. If you 
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for minority or 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch m their communities. 

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price increase for pre-paid calling cards; 
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half oftbe households with incomes 
below $20,000 have used prepaid a d s .  Prepaid calling cards are so prevalent in part because 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk prices already holding fixed and low income consumers hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone s m c e  costs as well. In particular, many low-income 
housGholds who are on fored incomes depmd entirely upon prepaid m i c a  beam tbqr cannot 
meet the credit rating or hefty deposit requiremeas that local phonc companies insist upon before 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, co-m can make calls h m  payphones or the telephones 
of family members and neighbors. We can we  these cards to stay "coonected" as we look for 

* 

jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the othet daily appointments that we all have. L 

I simply find it unimaginable mat the FCC would impose new chargcs and fees on these cuds. 
Some of the nation's largest telephone mmpanies would bethe largest beneficiaries of such 
charges. Tbe PCC should stand up for consumer interesIs over corporate gdn by keepieg 

calling c a d s  s prioritg. 

Sincerely, 

Michael C o p  
Kathleen Abernathy 

Commissioner Kevin MarWl 
Commissioner J ~ ~ t h m  Adel . * 
smator fl- S A L  
Cougressperson 

8 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. . 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 
t 
Dear Chairman Powell: 

Latino and other minority communities rely upon low-cost telecommunications services to 
accomplish many every day tasks, &om looking for ajob or affordable housing to staying in 
touch with family and %ends. But pending before the FCC is a proposal that would introduce 
new charges and fees upon semces upon which we depend, immediately harming millions of 
Latinos and other consumers nationwide. 

I understand that the FCC is conoidaing applying yin-state” access charges and other fees on 
certnm prepaid calling card services. Many Latinos, parlicularly those on fixed incomes or those 
establishing a credit history, bank accounts and other means nccesary to subscri%e to local 
telephone service, rely upon thcse prepaid calling cads to shy connected at set flordable rates. 
Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others face, similar challenges. 

As a mult, prepaid calling cruds are the only option available - without them, many consumers 
could, quite. literally, be left without access to telephone service. W n g  the price of prepaid 
calling cards will dire& harm individuals who can least PtFOrd price increases. 

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost of prepaid calls, 
desboying the u t i l i  of d i g  cards to disadvantaged umsumers. Allovhg the large, local 
telephone companies to collect such charges, even Urnen they do not sell the &g card to a 
customer, would drive up prices; thus making these services substantidly less aEordable. Please ’ look out for consumers and refuse to impose new access chargw and fees on prepaid calling card 
services. 

as: Commissioner dic& COppS 

senator +&dr 

Commissioner Kathlem Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th streq S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

Latino and other minority communities rely upon low-cast telecommunications services IO 
accomplish many every day tasks, from looking for a job or affordable housing to staying in 
touch with family snd fiends. But pending before the FCC is a propod that would mtmducc 
new charges and fees upon services upon which we depend, immediately harming millions of 
Latinos and other consumers nationwick. 

I lmdersinnd that the FCC is considering applying “in-state” a m s  charges and d e r  fees on 
cenain prepaid d i n g  card services. Many Latinos, particularly those on fixed incomes or those 
establishing a credit history. bank accounts and other means necessary to subscribe IO lour1 , telephone service, rely upon b s e  prepaid calling cards to stay urnnected at set aEordable 1818s. 
Students, immigrmts,.pior citizens, and others fice stnilar challenges. 

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only option available - without them, many consumm 
could, quite literally. be left without access to telephone service. Raising the price of prepaid 
callmg cards will directly harm individuals who can least afford pride increases. 

d 

@ 

Imposing in-stak charges would amount IO a substantial increase in the cost of prepaid calls, 
deshying the utility of calling ear& to dieadvanraged consumen. Allowing’the large, Local 
telephone companies to collect such charges, eveu +hen ‘hey do not sell the calling card to a 
customer, would drive up prices; thus making thew seavices suLxhntiaIly less af€odable. Please 
look out for consumers and refuse to impose new access cbarges and fees OD prepaid calling card 

n 
c 

ccs: Commissioner Michael C o p  
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commission Jonathan Adelstein 

D Senam &ML 

d 
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July 7,2004 

chairman Michael PoweU 
Federal Communications Commission 

Washington, DC 20554 
445 12th street, S.W. 

RE: WC DocLetNo. 03-133 

Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon prepaid calling cads. If you 
move to increase the cost of these cards> you will simply drive up the wst for minoriry or 
disadvantaged indwidualstn stay in touch m ihek ~mmuniiics. 

The Latino communi@ is particularly sensitive to any price mcrease for pmpaid calling cards; 
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half ofthe households with incomes 
below $20,000 have uwd prepaid cards. Pre-paid calling cards are 60 prevalent in part because 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk prices alreatty holding f d  and low income crmsumers hostage, we should 
no1 he faced with rising telephone service costs as well. In particular, many low-income 
households who are 011 f& incomes depend entirely upon prepaid m i c e  because they cannot 
meet the ora& rating or hefty deposit requirements that local phone companies k i s t  u p  before 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can makc c a b  6om payphoncs or the telephones 
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay ''mnuected" as we look for 
jobs, h u t  for houses, or schedule many of Ihe other daily appointments that wa all have. 

I simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards. 
Some of the nation's largest telephone companies would bc the largest heneficiaries of such 
chargea. The FCC ahonld stand up for consumer interesb over c o ~ r a t e  gain by keopimg 
affordable prepaid d i n g  earda a priority. 

L 

t 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abcmathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 

Senator 
Congressperson 



July 7,2004 

Cbailmaa Michael Powdl 
1 Federal Communications Commission 

445 12tb street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

d R E  WC Docket NO. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powelk 
L 

Latino and other minority communities rely upon low-cost telecommunications services to 
accomplish many every day tasks, from looking for a job or affordable housing to staying in 
touch with family and friends. But pending before the FCC is a proposal tbat would introduce 
new charges and fees upon senrics upon which we depend, immediately harming rnilJions of 
Latinos and other cansumas nationwide. 

I undermand that the FCC is considering applying 'in-state" access charges and other fas on 
cermin prepaid calling card services. Many Latinos, particularly those on fixed incomes or those 
establishing n credit history, bank acwunb and otttar means necessary to subscriie to local 
telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay connected at set affordable rates. 
Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others face Similar challenges. 

As a result prcpaid calling cards are the only option available -without them, many consmners 
could, qulte literally, be left without access to telephone m i c e .  Raising the price of prepaid , calling cards will directly harm individuals who can least afford price incrws.  

Imposing in-state charges would amount 10 a substantial increase in &e, cust of prepaid calls, 
destroying &e utility of calling cards m disadvantaged mmumws. Allovli~g the Ib%e, local 
telephone wrnpanies to collect such chages, even when they do nor sell the falliqg card to a 
customer, would drive up prices; thus these services subshntidly less affordable. Please 
look out for consumers and refbe to impose new access charges and fees on prepaid calling c d  
services. 

@ 

- 
ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 

Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kwh Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Ad+teh 

Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

C b a i i  Micbael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Doclcet NO. 03-133 

Dear Chaimau Powell: 

Latino and other minority communitics rely upon Iow-cost telecammuni~tiaas services to 
accomplish many every day tasks, from looking for a job or affordable housing Io staying in 
touch with family and fiends. But pendiog before the FCC is a proposal that would mtrcduw 
new cbargcs and fees upon services upon which we depend,  immediate^ harming minions of 
Latinos and other consmm nationwide. 

’ I understand that the FCC is considering applying ‘‘h-state’’ -s charges and other feeJ on 
certain prepaid calliig card sewices. Many Latinos, particularly those on fixed incomes or those 
establishing a credit histoty, bank accounts and other means necessmy to subsaibe to local 
telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay c o n n e d  at set af€ordable raw. 
Students, immigrants, senior citkens, and o h m  fice similar challenges. 

As a result prepaid calling cards are the only option available-without them, many consmum 
could, quite literally, be leff without access to telephone service. &king the price of prepaid 
calling cards wil l  directly harm individuals who cao least affad price b-cs. 

Imposing h-stau charges would amount to a substantial incrrase in the cost of prepaid calls. 
destroying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged consumers. Mowing the hgc, local 
telephone compauits to collect SI& charges, even when they do not sell die calling card to a 
customer, would drive up prim; thus making tbese services substantially less affordable. Please 
look out for consumers and refuse to h p s e  new ilccess charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
swvices. 

s i e l y ,  

r 

’ ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernarhy 
cbmmissioner Kevin Martin 

B 

.. ... ..... ... ....... . .. ... ...... ..___. 
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July 7,2004 

cbakman Mjchael Powell 
Federal Communications Commis6ion 
445 12th SW& S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Dodret NO. 03-133 I 

Dear Chairman Powelk 

htino and other minority communities rely upon low-cost rtleuuurnunidons services to 
accomplisb many every day tasks, h m  looking for a job or affimiable housing to staying in 
touch with f d y  and &ends. But pending before the FCC is a proposal that would himdace 
new charge and fees upon services up00 which wc depend, hmedistety hsrming millions of 
latinos and Otha consumers nationwide. 

d 

I undedand that the FCC is considering applying %-state” &%ess charges and otbcr fees on 
ccrtaia prcpaid calling card sem-ces. M m y  btinos, parricukly t h ~ ~ e  on 6zted  income^ or those 
establishing a d i t  history, bank accounts and other means nfzfsary to subsmito local 
relephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay connected at set affordable rates. 
Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others face similar challenges. 

As a result, prepaid calling a d s  are the only option available - without them, many consumem 
could, quite literally, be lefl whom mess to telephone service. &ring the price of prepaid 
calling cards will directly harm individuals who cau least &ord price incrcans. 

Imposing in-state charges would amount m a substantial incree?ic in the CDSI of prepaid calls, 
destroying thc utili@‘ of calling cards to d k t h t a g e d  consumers. Allowing the large, local 
telephone companies to collect such chsrges, even whm they do not sell ehe calling card to a 
customer, would drive up prices; rhus ud&g thcst services SUbaantially less affordable. Please 
look out for sonsumem and refuse to impose new access charges aud fees on prepaid calling card 
services. 

Smwely, 

* 

8 

COS: Commissions Mhhacl copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abematby 
Commissioner KWm Marrin 

Senator 

Congressperson 


